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About EDL

EDL Office

Doctoral Program in
Sustainable Environmental
Studies, Graduate School of
Life and Environmental
Sciences, University of
Tsukuba

1-1-1 Tennodai, Tsukuba,
Ibaraki 305-8572

Natural Science Bldg. B202
TEL/FAX : 029-853-4958
E-mail :
edlep@envr.tsukuba.ac.jp
URL:
http://edl.envr.tsukuba.ac.jp/
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University of Tukuba

II EDL Internship

Seeing is believing... For students who are concerned
with environmental problems, having the opportunity to
visit areas of concern and experience what is happening
on the ground is the best way to go beyond the
textbook. Based on this concept, an international
internship program has been added to the curriculum of
the Master’s Program in Environmental Sciences and the
Doctoral Program in Sustainable Environmental Studies.
The Environmental Diplomatic Leader (EDL) Program has
designated the internship as a compulsory subject, and
requires EDL students to consider taking part in more
than one international field-trip program among those
offered.

So far, the destination countries within the international
internship program and the number of participants from
the EDL program are as follows: 10 EDL students took
part in the Tunisia internship program, visiting a site
related to groundwater management in an arid region
and conducting interviews with officials at a public
health institute; in the Indonesian internship program, 2
EDL students visited Jakarta, Bogor and Bandung to view
the damage caused by land subsidence and the present
situation of the sewage systems; 1 EDL student
participated in the Bhutan internship program to learn
about the natural vegetation in the highlands and their
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national park management systems; and 3 EDL students

took part in the Chinese internship program to observe
water contamination problems and the attempts at their
mitigation in Yunnan province.

These students not only gained first-hand experience of
environmental issues, but also took part in work
schedule planning, carrying out interviews with local
involved people, and reporting on their findings. These
activities were part of program designed to foster skills
and abilities for environmental diplomacy in a broader
sense. The next domestic internship program will be held

this December in Minamata, Kumamoto, and it is also
expected to deepen the participants’ understanding of
localized environmental issues.

Visiting the world biggest Zinc mining factory (China)
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Report 1: New Members

The University of Tsukuba offers August admission mainly for international
students. The EDL program has conducted active recruitment, and as a result,
10 students have joined the EDL program as new members. Those students are
from various backgrounds. They include four from China, three from Mongolia,
two from Vietnam and one student from Bangladesh. They were invited to join
the program after successfully completing rigid oral examinations led by EDL
professors, and they will share the program’s focus on gaining the skills and
abilities required to be a future leader in the environmental field.

Some of our new students have been granted a scholarship, namely the
Japanese Grant Aid for Human Resource Development Scholarship, from the
Japan International Cooperation Agency. They have previous work experience
from their home countries, and we look forward to them sharing their unique
skills and knowledge with their fellow EDL students. The EDL Cafe is an
excellent dialogue platform for this purpose, and it will be used more
intensively to promote interactions between freshmen and existing EDL
students.

II Report 2: EDL Special Lectures—"Meet the Leaders!"

The EDL Special Lectures offer students the opportunity to meet and talk to
preeminent researchers and policymakers, so as to deepen their understanding
of current environmental issues. So far, the EDL program has organized similar
but more informal research meetings called "EDL Seminars.” These were
upgraded to be a formal subject with a credit and renamed "EDL Special
Lectures.” On September 17, 2010, Mr. Koki MARUYAMA (Visiting Professor of
The University of Tokyo, and Principal Researcher for the Central Research
Institute of Electric Power Industry) was our first lecturer in the series.

In Professor Maruyama's presentation, he referred to the causes of climate
change, the present situation of energy consumption in the world and the
significance of the Copenhagen Accord of 2010 on CO2 reduction. Then,
pertinent questions were raised by the participating EDL students, for example,
regarding the possible reasons for the big difference in CO2 emissions among
countries of the same economic size, and potential solutions for enabling
economic development without increasing CO2 emissions. An EDL Special
Lecture will be held every month to help students nourish a wider knowledge
base regarding environmental issues.

II Report 3: EDL on Tunisian National Radio

For the Tunisia internship program, the EDL program was broadcast on the Tunisian National
Radio Station. This was made possible with the assistance of L'Institut National Agronomique
de Tunisie, an EDL international partner. Three EDL members, Professor Naomi Wakasugi, Maki
Tsujimura and Mr. Yudi Setiawan were invited as guest speakers. This opportunity allowed
them to introduce the content and significance of the EDL program to a broad, nationwide
Tunisian audience.

II Other recent activities

September 6, 2010 The 3rd EDL Cafe

September 8, 2010 Oral examinations for August’s newly enrolled students to select EDL students

September 9,2010 Oral presentation on EDL program in the 13rd Symposium of Japan Society on Water Environment

September 16,2010 | Oral presentation on EDL program in Symposium of Environmental Sciences 2010 (22nd TIEES, Society of Environmental Science, Japan)
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EDL Collaborative Professors

Forthcoming Events

November
2nd Special Lecture on EDL (Lecturer: Mr. Makio Tamura, the Association
of Membrane Separation Technology of Japan)
3rd Special Lecture on EDL (Lecturer: Prof. Hiroshi Satoh, Environmental
Health Sciences, Tohoku University School of Medicine)

December
Internship in Minamata, Kumamoto
4th Special Lecture on EDL (Lecturer: Prof. Yves Charbit, Director of
Population and Development Center, Paris Descartes University)

Takehiko FUKUSHIMA, Professor

Chair of the Integrative Environmental Sciences
Program, University of Tsukuba
Affiliation: Graduate School of Life and Environmental
Sciences, University of Tsukuba
Specialized Fields: Water Environment, Sustainability
Science

Message: Be decisive, with extensive knowledge.
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Misa MASUDA, Professor

Affiliation: Graduate School of Life and Environmental
Sciences, University of Tsukuba
Specialized Fields: Tropical Forest Conservation, Land
and Forest Regime, Rural Development

Message: Think locally, and make no assumptions.
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Takeshi KIMURA, Associate Professor

Affiliation: Graduate School of Humanities and Social
Sciences, University of Tsukuba
Specialized Fields: Religious Studies, Sustainability
Studies

Message: Science is important, but it is not everything.
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EDL Staftblog

http://edl.envr.tsukuba.ac.jp/jp/blog/wp/
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Professor Hiroo Uchiyama’'s title was misprinted in an article in the 2nd EDL
Newsletter. The correct title is the Chair of Sustainable Environmental
Studies Program and not the Chair of Graduate School of Life and
Environmental Sciences as published. We apologize for any inconvenience

this error might have caused.
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